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PREFACE. 


THE Authot of the follow- 
ing fheets hath endea- 
voured faithfully and im- 
partially to relate the events that 
concern the antient colony of Bar- 
bados. His motive to this attempt 
was in fome degree a gratification 
of his amufement, by filling up 
ibme leifure hours, in a manner 
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not totally ufelefs to himfelf or the 
public ; but principally to {liew> 
diat Barbados hath always pre- 

ferved a uniform, and fteady at- 
tachment to Great Britain, and 
therefore is intitled to the affedion 
and indulgence of the mother 
country. All people naturally wifh 
to receive fome account of their 

native country ; of its conftitutioh, 
land its progre^ to power and opu* 
lence. If then this fhort perform- 
ance meets the appy^sation, or 
adds to the amulement, or grati£es 
the curiofity of the natives of that 
ifland, the Author will think the 

time 
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time he has employed in this com- 
pofition not mifpent. 

Some one, with equal leifure 
snd greater abilities, may improve 
and make more perfecS): this work. 
Indeed it is ftrange, that not any 
hiAorical account hath ever ap- 
peared of an iiland of £o much 
confequence to the mother country 
as Barbados is, whofe loyalty has 
often been experienced ; whofe af- 
£fhmce never was denied^ and 
whofe acquiefcence to the autho- 
rity of Great Britain * a late re- 

!* Stamp Aa. 
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inarkable inftance hath fully exeiii*- 
pMed. An ifland too, to which 
belongs a merit peculiar to itfelf ^ 
that it has not fof threelcofe years 
J>aft coft one fhilling of expencfc 
to Great Britain, except a fevV 
pieces of cannon that were gtalited 
upon application many years ago : 
what lalaries are paid by the crown 
to its officers are all provided by 
the four and half per cent* duty. 

The diftance of time and pkce^ 
and the difficulty of gathering ina- 
terials, will, it is hoped, excufe any 
mifreprefentations, or other errors 

that 
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that may appear in this work. 
The Author's acquaintance with 
many of the circumftances he re- 
lates, authentic matters of record, 
and the afUflance of fome old 
writers, as well as fome of modern 
date, have enabled him to throw 
together the following anecdotes. 
He hath been particularly attentive 
to the relation of fads. Truth' 
ought to be the foundation upon* 
which every fcribbling builder 
fhould ered his fabric ; notwith- 
flanding the pleafant remark of an 
ingenious * author, whole works 

* Jenyns*s Origin of Evil. 

the 


the aftions of mankind give too 
great fandion to. " Truth," fays 
he, " by her native beauty i3 fure 
*' to charm ; yet from her repug- 
** nancy to moft men's interefts, 
** ihe is feldom welcome ; politi- 
^ cians are a&aid of her, parties 
*' deteft her, and all profeflions 
** agree, that ihe is- very dangerous 
*' if lliffered to go about in 
** public." 


A SHORT 


f^ 't' ■ ' ■ ' I. I. I A ll 


I ■ ■ 


A S H O R t 


Hiftory of Barbados. 


Of its Situation, Settlement, and 

Government* 

BARBADOS, the mod coniiderable 
and moft windward of the Ca- 
ribbee iflands^ extends from la*- 
titude 13 to 13. 20 N. and from longi- 
tude 58. 50 to 59. 3 W* from London. 
Its iituation gives it many advantages 
over the other Caribbees ; particularly 
that of its beihg the firft port where 
provifion fhips and others ufually ftop^ 
U is flrange that the Engli(h in general 
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are fo much in the dark as they af-e^* 
with regard to their original pofleflion* 
of that valuable ifland : nor can it be 
othcrwife accounted for, than by the 
firft colonifts being fo much immerfed' 
in commercial purfuits^ that they gave 
very little attention to matters of mere 
curiofity. Even the origin of its name 
is doubtful; fome attributing it to a- 
tree, whofe diftant appearance refembles 
a human beard. Others, perhaps with- 
more probability, think, that it was firft 
called Los Barbados by the Portuguefe, 
from the barbarous uncultivated profpedb 
it afforded. 

When the Ehglifli firfl difcovered' 
Barbados, is not With certainty afcer- 
tiined ; but from the mofl probable 

aecotmts 
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Accounts we are led to conclude, it 
muft have been between the years 1 6 1 5 
and 1624. When the great fire hap- 
pened in Bridge -Town in 1668, when 
many records were deftroyed, fome 
papers were preferved, which were af- 
terwards printed : by thefe it appeared, 
that an Englifh (hip. called the Olive, 
homeward bound from Guinea, touched 
there, and landed fome men, who fet 
up a crofs in or near St, James's Town, 
and marked on a tree, " James king 
*^ of England and this ifland," After- 
wards, about the year 1624, it is clear, 
frbm many authentic accounts, that a 
fhip belonging to Sir William Courteen 
(one of the moft confiderable merchants 
then in London) ftopt at this iiland. 
About thirty of the crew landed, and 
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made a fettlemcnt on the weft ward part 
of the ifland ; although they found the^ 
country entirely uninhabited, an<J over- 
grown with thick woods. 

They €hofe William Deane their 
leader, and ereded the Britifli colours 
upon the infant fortifications^ At the 
return of this fhip to England, the 
favourable report made of that ifland, 
induced Sir William Courteen and hia 
friends to fit out two (hips, with all 
kinds' of neceiTaries for planting and. 
fortifying this' new acquired ifland; 
but his defign was no fooner known, 
than Hay earl of Garlifle applied for and 
obtained a gift from the crown of all 
the Caribbee iflands. This, however, 
did not prevent Courteen's (hips from 
. . , failing; 
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bailing s for the carl of Carlifle happciied 
at that time to be abroad upon an em- 
baily : and Courteen availing hioifelf 
t)f the earf s abfence, prevailed on his 
friend and patron, the earl of Penobroke, 
to obtain from Charles L a grant of 
this ifland, in truft, for Courteen. 

When the earl orf Carlifle returned 
from his embady, he was Airprized to 
liear of the fettlement that had been 
made upon an ifland that was within 
Jiis prior grant, and refolved to defeat 
it : to this end, he made an agreement 

with five or fix merchants of London 

j" 

for ten thoufand acres in the nature, of 
a leafe, to be fettled under the diredion 
X>F a perfon of their own chufing : the 
choice fell upon Ch^es Woolferftdmc, 
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who went to Barbados with fixty-four 
perfons, to whom the ten thoufand acres 
had been granted. Woolferftone, (ooii 
after his arrival, emitted a proclama- 
tion, in which he treated the Pembroke 
fettiement as an ufurpation, and fum- 
moned thofe fettlers to appear at the 

Bridge-Town ; they obeyed 3 and being 
few in nuihber, fubmitted to Carlifle's 
authority. — The earl of Carlifle now 
applied to the throne to redrefs his 
grievances ; complaining of the wrongs 
done him by Sir William Courteen.-*--r 
The king hereupon annulled the grant 
to the earl of Pembroke ; and gave to 
the earl of Carlifle a fecond patent, 
dated in April 1629, confirming the 
former, and explaining all doubts that 
l)a4 arifen thereto. 
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l.n 1629 the earl of Carlifle fent out 

; colonel Henry Hawley governor of 

Barbados 5 and though there were then 

but few inhabitants in the country, 

-yet from this period to the governqient 

.of Mr. Bell in 1641 (when the civil 

war drove .great numbers of people 

from England thither) we find the 
ifland to have b^en continually in a 
■ftatc of mutiny and internal diflcotions,; 
owing to the arbitrary and violent dif- 
pofitioo of Mr. Hawley, who was, at 
laA, fent a priibn^r to England, and his 

pofleffions fcized by Henry Hunkes for 
/treafonable practices. 

The earl of Carlifle confirmed and 
-approved the condufi of Hunkes, who 
aflumed the command of this little 
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colony until the year 1641, when the 
carl appointed Philip Bell lieutenant- 
governor of Barbados, 

During the government of Mr. Befl, 
Barbados was fettled, and a conflitil- 
tional fyftem eftablifhed. Laws were 
framed for the fecurity of property, and 
punifhment of vice. Then it was that 
the calamities of England ferved to 
people Barbados. Then it was that this 
infant colony afforded a fafe retreat to 
the inhabitants of her mother country, 
where many families, antient and opu- 
lent, having expended their patrimony 
in fupport of monarchy, or having been 
plundered of their wealth by ufurpers, 
fought in this diftant ifle the re-efta- 
blifliment of that fortune they had 

been 
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been robbed of, and the enjoyment of 
that peace they had been denied in their 

native land. ^Thus was Barbados 

peopled and fettled. * An old author, 
treating of this iflarid, tells us, that 
Barbados was fooneft peopled of all our 
colonies, and was fettled by gentlemen 
of good faniiilies and moderate fortunes. 

To prove this afTertion, we could 
here mention many of the firft fettlers, 
who were tempted to migrate hither, 
and make this colony their afylum ; 
whofe anceftors were feated with a 
comfortable affluence in different parts 
of England, and particularly in the 
counties of Cornwall, Devonfhire, Staf*- 
ford, Worcefter, Hereford, EiTex, Suf- 

* Sec vd. 2. of the Britifli empire in America. 
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Yolk, Kent : but mankind are all of a 
race equally anttent; and the bufine^ 
of hiftory is not to follow whimfical 
genealogifts, but to prcfent objedts, 
and relate fafts, worthy to employ tl>c 
attention of reafonable beings. 

During this period the Inhabitants in- 
creafed fo faft, that it was computed 
that in 1650 there were twenty thou- 
fand white men ; and that the ifland 
■ could then mufter ten thculaod foot 
^and one thoufand horfe ibr its de- 
fence. Governor Bell now thought of 
anaking proper regulations for the go- 
■vernment of an ifland become fo popu- 
1 ^ important. He, by the advice 

unci! of his own appomting, 
confifting 
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confining of ten gentlemen, formed 
an aflembly to reprefent the people. 
The iiland was divided into four circuits 

and eleven pariflies. The great in- 

creafe of white men upon the ifland, 
occafioned a proportionable increafe of 
blacks to cultivate the land : this colony 
therefore was obliged, like the French 
and Spaniards^ to import from Africa 
large numbers of negroes. This was 
at that time a dangerous, becaufe a new 
expedient. Thefe negroes in a fhort 
time beheld themfelves more numerous ; 
md therefore they thought themfelves 
more powerful than their mafters. Not 
being, as they afterwards were, and 
now are, habituated to the intercourfe 
ftf Europeans, they foon entered into 

con- 


conspiracies : and To far were they huiw 
ried bj a general Ipirit of difcontenti 
diat they even fixed upon a day for an 
Hniverfal rifing ; but the day before the 
maflacre was to have taken place, one- 
of the party difcovered the plot to his 
maftcr Mr. Hotherfall, who, by fend- 
ing immediate notice to the inhabitants, 
prevented the execution of the con- 
^racy, and brought die oifendcrs to 
jufticc. 

It is probable, that the multiplicity 
of bulinefe of the Britilh government 
afcout this period prevented that atten- 
tion to the affairs of Barbados, whidi 
ought to have been given to an inftnt 
colony. Mr. Bell continued, to aft 
ttnder the proprietary commiffion, until 
Francis 
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Francis lord Willoughby not only olv 
tained from Charles 11. during his exilcy 
a commiffion to be governor of Bar^ 
bados, but alfo covenanted v^ith the 
earl of Carlifle for a term of years, upon 
a certain coniideration in the nature of 
a fee-farm rent, to be the proprietary 
governor likcwife. In 1650 Francis 
lord Willoughby arrived at Barbados. 
He found the country flourifhing and 
populous, and the generality of the in- 
habitants well afFefted to the royal 
caufe. One of the firft fteps of his 
adminiftration v\^as to fummon an af-, 
fembly, which paffed an adl, intituled,. 
" An acknowledgment and declaration 
" of the inhabitants of Barbados of 
** his majcfty*s right to the dominioa 
l^ of this ifland, ajad the rig^ht of the 

« earl 
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•* carl of Carlifle derived from hh Mi 
majefty ; and alfo for the unanimous 
profeffion of the true religion in this 
ifland, and impofing condign punifli- 
ment on the oppofcrs thereof." The 
governor alfo, aflifted by the ifland, 
aded with great fpirit and fuccefs in 
fitting out (hips^ and raifing men to 
reduce the neighbouring iflands under 
his government to acknowledge the 
royal authority. 

In the mean time it was notified 
to the governor, that prince Rupert, 
who commanded the royal fleet, in- 
tended to fail to Barbados, and to fecure 
all the Englifli American pofleflions for 
the king. But this fcheme being dif- 
covcred in England, a powerful fqua- 

dron 


cfron was equipt under the commancf 
of Sir George Afcue, whofe intentiott 
was to intercept prince Rupert, and 
to reduce Barbados, and the other 
iflands in the Weft-Indies, to the obe- 
dience of the Comnion wealth. The 
l6th of Odlober 165 1, Sir George 
appeared off Bridge-Town, and feized 
a few fliips that were in Carlifle-bay* 
Sir George found the fervice he wds^ 
lent upon more difficult than he ima- 
gined. Lord Willoughby and the na- 
tives appeared determined to defend the 
ifland to the laft extremity ; and indeed 
the defence made upon this occafion is 
not to be wondered at ^ for, exclufiv^ 
df the principle upon which that par- 

ticular fet of men afted, we fliall find 
ih general, that the inhabitants of diftant 

colonies 
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colonies will more readily fubmit to th« 
government of one than many, the 
forts in Carlille-bay protefted that har- 
bour fo effedually, and fo formidable 
a body of men aflembled on the fhore, 
that although Sir George had on board 
two thoufand land forces, he could not 
efFed his landing -, but his fquadron was 
kept beating about the ifland till De- 
cember, when he anchored in Speight's^ 
bay; where (perceiving that his force 
was adually too fmall to reduce the 
ifland) he waited till the arrival of the 
Virginia merchant fleet, on board of 
which was a regiment of feven hundred 
men, and about one hundred and fifty 
Scotch tranlports : refolving to avail 
himfelf of this reinforcement, he im-* 
mediately made difpofitions for landing 

all 
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all his men. The landing was efFcded, 
and Afcue's forces gained the fort at 
Speight's bay with four pieces of can- 
non ; but they fuftained great lofs in 
the attack. Lord Willoughby kept the 
field ; and though there was not any 
great probability of his eifedually fcrv- 
irig the caufe he efpoufed, yet Afcue 
could make no imprefHon upon his 
troops. At length Sir George Afcue 
offered to the inhabitants terms of peace 
that were mild and moderate. The 
planters, wearied out by the fatigue of 
the war, diftrefTed too by the ruin of 
their eftates, whofe cultivation they 
were not allowed to attend to, and 
allured by the profpe<^t of peace, liftened 

to the terms that were offered. A ne- 
gotiation enfued. Many of the mofl 

C con- 
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tonfidcrabie men of the ifiand imme^ 
diately declared for a peace. Lord Wil- 
loughby, thus apprized of the fenti- 
ments of his friends, was obliged to- 
agree to a ceHation of arms. Each 
party appointed four commilfioners, 
who, upon the 17th of January, agreed 
on articles of peace, alike comprehen- 
five and honourable : both parties were 
fecured in their freedom and property ; 
as was lord Willoughby alfo, though 
he was obnoxious in the ]aft degree to 
the governing party In England. This 
moderation was of infinite fervice to 
Barbados j nor was the pacification fol- 
lowed by any acrimonious mcafures 
againft the loyalifts. Lord Willoughby 
immediately embarked for Europe, and 
we hear no more of him till after the 

Refloration. 
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'^' Mr. Searle was now appointed go- 

^^' Vernor of Barbados, and continued fo 

f 

0^' until the death of Cromwell j when 

the Committee of Safety (as it was 
called) affumed the diredtion of national 

^^i affairs, and gave the government of that 

^ ifland to colonel Modiford. 
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About this time the ad of n^vigatioa 
took place in England ; this, with the- 
duties foon afterwards laid upon the 
jtoanufaiSures of this country, reduced 
much its wealth. At this period too 
the population of Barbados began in 
fome meafure to decreafe, by the con- 
quefl of Jamaica, and the cultivation 
of other iflands in America. Juft be- 
fore this, Barbados was fo well inha- 
bited, that in the expedition under Penn 
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and Vcnables againft Hiipaniola^ -Ac 
Barbadians alone furnifhed three thour 
fand five hundred foldiers ; little fore- 
feeing, that the cafiial conqueft of Ja- 
maica would prove fo prejudicial ta 
thena, as it afterwards did. 

Charles 11. being reftored, and Hay 
earl of Kinnoul becoming heir to the 
Carlifle eftate, the king propofed to 
give hrm- one thoufand pounds per 
anniM for the furrender to the crown 
of the late earl of Carlifle's patent for 
the Caribbee iflands. Kinnoul accepted 
the offer ; and thus the proprietary 
government was difToIved, and Bar- 
bados reverted to the crown. 

The king, willing to reward lord 
Willoughby for his former condudt, 

con- 
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^confirmed to him the government of 
Barbados by a new commiflion, ap- 
pointing him captain-general and go- 
vernor in chief of this and the reft of 
the Caribbee ifiands for feven years^ 
with a falary of twelve hundred pounds 
per annum. In this commiflion was 
inferted ^ new claufe, giving to the king 
a power to approve or difallow of all 
laws that (hould pafs in that ifland. But 
the advantages Barbados was to reap 
from the diflblution of the proprietary 
government .(he was like to pay dear 
for. The planters were now told, that 
his majefty expefted the legrflature 
would grant him a proper confideration 
for the benefits they were to enjoy 
under a royal government. It was 
iPrged too, that the earl of Carlifle had 
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died much in debt,^ and that hk debts, 
together with the thoufand pounds 
annuity granted to his heir, xnuR, be 
fatisfied out of bis patent. The de- 
mand was accordingly made. The 
Barbadians, not unmindful of their in-' 
tereft, appointed agents in England to 
remonftrate againft this demand : but> 
alas ! the agents were informed, that it 
was expelled that Barbados would grant 
to the crown four and an hz\i per cent^ 
on the dead commodities of the pro-» 
duce of the ifland. The agents replied, 
that this would amount to a tax of tea 
per cent, of the clear profits of tho 
planters eftates, and that it was a bur- 
den the country could not bear. The 
meafure, however, had been reiblved 
ppon, and the kin^, as well as the de-^ 
5 pendents 
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f)endents of his court, was fo greatly 
interefted in its iuccefs, that lord Wil- 

Joughby agreed to carry it into exe- 
cution, by going over himfelf to Bar^ 
bados. But his lordfhip not going 
immediately, this affair flept for a (hoct 
time ; and the adminiilration of affairs 
was left with Humphrey Walrond, efq. 
' — This gentleman difcharged his duty 
with great integrity and prudence : 
many ufcfol and beneficial a<5s were 
paffed by the legiflature during his ad- 
miniflration ; the good effedts of which 
are yet felt and acknowledged* 

In 1663 Francis lord Willoughby 
arrived again at Barbados. He found 
the inhabitants of all degrees extremely 
Aut of humour with the tax that had 
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been propofed. The royalifts thought 
it an ungrateful return for their fufFer- 
ings, and the others oppofed it of courfe. 
This oppolition gave the governor great 
difquiet He called an aflembly four 
months after his arrival ; and though 
the fpirit of the people ran high againft 
the propofed tax, yet the aflembly were 
prevailed v^^ith to comply j confirm- 
ing to themfelves, by this purchafe, 
the great charter of Britifh fubjeds ; 
however, they hoped, and intended that 
feveral public charges of the country 
fhould lijcewife be defrayed by this tax : 
induced chiefly by this confideration, 
they pafled an adt with the following 
preamble. " As nothing conduceth 
^* more to the peace and profperity of 
?« any place, and the protection of ^very 

" fingle 
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^ finglc perfon therein, than that the 
public revenue thereof may be in 
fome meafure proportioned to the 

^* public charges and expences ; and 

" alfo well weighing the great charges 
^' that there muft be, of neceflity, in 
*' maintaining the honour and dignity 
of his majcfty's authority here, the 
public meeting of the feffions, the 
*^ often attendance of the council, the 
" reparation of the forts, the building 
♦* a feflidns-houfe and a prifon, and all 
" other charges incumbent on the go- 
" vernment ^ we do, in confideration 
^' thereof, give and grant unto his ma- 
^' jefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs for ever, 
** that is to fay, upon all dead com- 
*^ modities of the growth of this ifland, 
<^ that fhall be (hipped off the fame," 

&c. 
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&c. &c. From hence it appears, that 
this tax (of the annual value of more 
than twenty thoufand pounds to the 
crown) was granted and intended to* 
be applied to the payment of all public 
charges for the fupport of the govern- 
ment of this ifland. If then the public 
charges and expences, fet forth in the 
above preamble, have been anfwered 
by this impoft, then the Barbadians 
have no reafon to complain : but if, 
on the contrary, thefe articles have not 
been complied with, furely the intent 
of this aft hath not been anfwered, 
and the inhabitants have reafon to be 
<lifpleafed with it. So ardent an op-- 
pofition was made to the pafling of this 
z&y that lord Willoughby was appre- 
fienfive of a general revolt. He ordered 

Mr- 
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Mr. Farmer, a man of coDfequence in 
the oppoiition» to be arrcfted) and fent 
over prifoner to England, with a charge 
againft him of mutiny^ fedition, and 
treafon : when Farmer arrived in Eng<* 
land^ he was brought before the king 
and council^ where he pleaded with a 
freedom whkh the temper of that 
court could not bear, and which lord 
Clarendon called infolent, and deferving 
impriibnment. Farmer urged the rights 
of an Eoglrfliman, and that he had done 
nothing, but in a loyal, conftitutional 
manner. His plea became his demerit^ 
and he was fent to prifon chiefly through 
the influence of Clarendon : nor did he 
recover his liberty till after a long te- 
dious confinement. The frailties of 
mankind are vifible in the wifeft men : 

able 
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shit as lord Clarendon was, his conduft 
towards Farmer muft be acknowledged 
fevere. Thus was Mr. Farmer reward- 
ed for his patriotifm. From whence 
we may inforce this obfervation, that 
men are to take their lots in govern- 
ments as in climates, to fence againd: 
the inconveniencies of both, and to 
hear what they cannot alter : for vain 
indeed will it be, to look for perfedl 
governments in a world governed by 
fuch imperfect creatures as men. 

; The attention of the Barbadians was 
now called to the defence of their ifland. 
E)e Ruyter, the Dutch admiral, ap- 
peared off Barbados in 1664, with a 

defign to make a defcent upon that 

ifland. 


^ 
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iflafKl, and did adually attack ibme of 
the forts in Carlifle bay ; but he was 
fo warmly received, and the Barbadians 
having drawn out their militia^ made 
fo good an appearance on the beacb, 
that the Dutch fquadron foon retired. 
Two years afterwards lord Willoughby 
undertook an expedition againft the 
Dutch fettlements to the fouthward : 
he appointed Henry Willoughby and 
Henry Hawley, efqrs. to be deputy- 
governors in his abfence* — His lordfliip 
during this expedition periflied by (hipi- 
wreck. The new governors during 
their adminiftration executed a very 
ufeful defign. Their intentions were 
to reduce and afcertain the laws of the 
ifland, which flood much in need of a 

proper 
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proper arrangement ♦. An a<9: accord* 
ingly pafled, which appointed com- 
fniffioners to colIc(5l and amend what 
laws were in force ; and theie having 
received the royal affent, continue 
among the (landing laws of the ifland 
to this day. 

The death of Francis lord Willough* 
l^ being known in England, the king 
appointed his brother William lord 
Willoughby to fuccecd him in the go** 
vernment of Barbados, This governor 
brought with him from England a regi- 
ment of foldiers under the command 
of Sir Tobias Bridge -, but we do not 

* The laws of Barbados are now' become fa 
Ifolatninous, that a proper rednftion and arrange- 
meat of them would be very ufeful to that ifland. 

find 
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^, j find how they were dcftincd, or wlttt 

^ f ufe they were of to the country. In 

^^ I this adminiftration many regulations 

„ were made in regard to the law courts 

of the ifland) and its internal police : 
an ufeful z& paiTed alfo, declaring 
negro flaves to be real eftate. 

William lord Willoughby died ia 
1674, and his place as governor was 
the fame year fupplicd from England 
by Sir Jonathan Atkins- Thus ended 
the government of thefe two lords. 

Notwithftanding the juft complaints 
9gainft the duty of four and an half 
per cent, and the harfh proceedings 
againft Farmer, it muft be confefledj 
that the adminiftrations of thofe two 

lords 
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lords were prudent, and well calculated 
for the profperity of a young colony. 
After the Reftoration, the humour of 
preferring Jamaica to our other iflands, 
which had been adopted during the 
ufurpation, fubfided ; and Barbados^ 
latterly, recovered its ftrength fo greatly 
under its laft governor, that when Sir 
Jonathan Atkins arrived, the inhabit- 
ants were reckoned to be fifty thoufand 
white men, and feventy thoufand blacks 
or flaves : a number fcarcely credible 
to be fupported in fo fmall an iiland^ 
But a dreadful hurricane in Auguft 
1675 changed much the face of the 
country : to heighten this calamity too. 
New England was not in a condition 
at this time to fend hither the ufual 
fopplies of provifions and timber ; thus 

the 
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the crop of fugar being deftroyed, added 
to the rapacioufnefs of creditors, many 
families were obliged to retire to other 
countries. The legiflature, among 
many ufeful plans for the relief of 
their illand, agreed to prefent an addrefs 
to the government of Great Britain, 
praying that they may be relieved from 
the duty of four and an half per cent. 
as the only means of preferving their 
country from ruin : but this indulgence 
was denied them, and their petition 
failed of fuccefs. It was in vain for the 
Barbadians to remonftrate upon their 
hardfhips, and to complain that none 
of the public-ipirited purpofes, for 
which that great tax had been granted, 
had ever been anfwered. Thus Bar- 
bados (hared not the fate of an elder 

D child, 
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child, the firft offspring of her mother 
country, but was left to recover her 
loifes as fhe could. 

We find by the ftatutes of this ifland^ 
that about this time fome Quakers were 
very bufy in their endeavours to con- 
vert the negro flaves : their principles 
of non-refiftance were far from being, 
agreeable to a colony, which, like that 
of Barbados, was every hour expofed 
to invafion ; and therefore an aft pafled 
to prohibit negroes from frequenting 
toeeting-houfes : and the fame a6l con- 
tained a claufe againft DifTenters, to 
prevent their teaching pupils, and keep- 
ing fchools upon the ifland. This was 
a precaution perhaps not impolitic in 
a colony, where labour was of more 
utility than learning. 

Sir 
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Sir Jonathan Atkins being recalled, 
was fuccceded in April 1680 by Rich- 
ard DutCon, efq. in whofe commiffion 
the ♦ members of his majefty's council 

were 

♦ The members of council were : 

Henry Walrond, 
Joha ReidC) 
Timothy Thornhill, 
John Gibbesy 
Francis Bond, 
John Farmer, 
George Lillington, 

The members of the aflembly about this period 
Were : 


(A 


fcorge Andrews, 1 
William Sharpe, L^ 
bbias Frere, 1 ;^ 


George 
Willi 
Tobias 

Michael Terril, 
The Rev. Mr. 
Will. Walker. 


s. Philip. I srM!?,;s;r 


S. John's 
S. Geox^ge's 
S. Jofeph's 


c John Ledie, 
I James Colleton, 
€ Richard Salter, 
J Miles Toppin, 
C John Holder, 
( Henry Gollop, 
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> Efqrs. 

> Efqrs. 
i Efqrs. 
i Efqrs, 
i Efqrs. 
i Efqrs. 

S. Andrew's 
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were firft infcrted : a praftice, wc ap- 
prehend, that hath been continued fince. 
The governor immediately iffued writs 
to eledl an affembly. This gentleman 
was received with great kindnefs and 
refpeft by the inhabitants; for which 
he made a very ungenerous return* 
He was tyrannical and opprcffive ; and 
hi^ defpotifm was (o great, that many 
families, unable to endure his tyrannic 
fway, quitted their country : this in- 
duced the legiflature to pafs an a(3: for 


S. Andrew's 
S. Thomas's 
S. James's 
S. Peter's 
S. Lucy's 


5 William Dottin, 
t Richard Walter, 
C Jonathan Downes, 
t Thomas Sadlier, 
j Abel Alleyne, 
( William Holder, 
C Samuel Maynard, 
l Robert Harrifon, 
C Thomas Merrick, 
I John Gibbes, 


EfqrSr 
Efqrs. 
Efqrs. 
Efqrs. 
Efqrs. 


regu- 
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regiilauhg the manner of giving tickets 
^ out of the fecretary's office. In 1684 
an aft pafled to appoint a treafurer of 
ihe ifland 3 and this office was conferred 
upon Mr. Salter. At this time too the 
militia was i^egulated and fettled by 
law. The rebellion in the weft of Eng- 
land breaking out about this time, the 
legiflature pafled a fevere adt againft 
thofe rebels that were fent to Barbados, 
whereby their condition was rendered 
almoft equal to a ftate of flavery. 

About this period a complaint was 
lodged in England.againft Henry Wal- 
K)nd, eiq. a member of council, for a 
petty charge tigainft him, on account 
©f a trial before a court of oyer and 
terminer, in which Walrond prefided 

D 3 as 
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as chief juftice. After a full trial at an 
dffizQ in England, he was fined only 
thirty pounds ; but his detention there, 
and the expences of his fuit (his ad^ 
verfary being vigoroufly fupported by 
the governor) hurt much his fortune. 
At his return to Barbados, the council 
and ailembly prefented to him five 
hundred pounds, as an acknowledge- 
ment of his former fervices to his coun- 
try ; and added a declaration of his juft 
proceedings at the court of oyer. 

In 1 685 an additional duty v^s laid 
wpon fugar -, a burden upon the planters 
which confiderably reduced the value 
of their plantations. It could not fail 
to fill the world with a(loni(hment^ to 
6bferve that the colonies, which brought 

fuch 
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luch wealth to the mother country, 
:iiurfing her failors, and increafing her 
manufadures, fhould be fingled out as 
the hunted flag, and their inhabitants 
overloaded with taxes. The Barbadians 
reprefented their grievances to the go- 
vernment of Great Britain. They faid# 
that if a tax muft be laid upon trade, 
it might be laid upon all commodities 
alike; that a fmall advance upon all 
the cufloms would ferve every purpofe, 
as well as a great one upon fome ; and 
that this could be borne with more 
eafe, there being a larger number to 
partake of it. All their remonftrances 
availed them not any thing. Governor 
Dutton encouraged every motion to 
.diftrefs the planters ; and was fo zea- 
ious a friend to the Royal African 

D 4 Com- 
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Company (which had much hurt Bar- 
bados) that when he went to England 
he appointed Edwin Stcde his deputy- 
governor, who was only an agent to 
the African Company, and fecretary to 
the governor. Stede had however the 
addrefs to eftablifli a precedent, which 
has ever fince been adopted : he pre- 
vailed with the legiflature to prefent 
him with one thoufand pounds ; from 
whence it became cuftomary to make 
prefents to the governors, who before 
this had only their Englifli falary.. 
About this time was a confpiracy of 
the negroes ; which however was foon 
difcovered and ftopt : this occafioned 
many ufeful adts to be pafled for the 
government of negroes. 

Soon 
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. Soon after the Revolution king Wil- 
liam appointed James Kendal, efq. go- 
vernor of Barbados, who, foon after his 
arrival there, tranfmitted to England 
very fatisfaftory accounts of the loyalty 
and good difpofition of this colony : fo 
that the Revolution was produdlive of 
no change in Barbados ; but all its in- 
habitants chearfully and willingly ac- 
knowledged king William : they loved 
monarchy, confcious that it was an 
eflential part of the excellent conftitu- 
tion of their mother country ; but they 
knew too, that the prefervation of that 
conftjtution, and the happinefs of that 
country, required that a Proteftant king 
fhould wear the crown. 

During this adminiftration the inha- 
bitants of St. Chriftopher, and the other 

Leeward 
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Leeward iflands, being much diilrefled 
by the French, applied to Barbados 
for afliftancc : the Barbadians readily 
complied with their requeft^ and Ti- 
mothy Thornhill, efq. having offered 
his fervice, received a commiffion from 
the legiflature to raife a regiment; which 
he accordingly did to the amount of 
fcven hundred men, who were all 
doathed, armed, and embarked at the 
expence of this colony : this expeditioa 
took place in Auguft 1689: the Bar- 
iiadians alfo raifed two regiments more 
of five hundred men each to affift the 
expedition againft Martinique * : ac- 
cording to the beft accounts this inva- 
sion was miferably mifmanaged, and 

* For the particulars of thefe expeditions fee 
(the Briti(h empire in America, vol. 2. 

what 
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what little cfFcftual fcrvice was per- 
formed, the troops of Barbados and 
the Leeward iflands claimed the merit 
of. At this time the freight of fugar 
ran fo high, and matters of fhips were 
fo exorbitant in their demands, that the 
Icgiflative power was obliged to inter- 
fere, and by an aft of the ifland regu- 
late the freight of its commodities. 
This aft was afterwards repealed. 

In 1 6^4 Mr. Kendal was recalled, 
and the honourable Francis Ruffel was 
appointed governor of Barbados, where 
he arrived with his family the fame 
year. The council and affembly pre- 
fented their new governor with two 
thoufand pounds, and the following 
year gave him two thoufand more. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe expences caufcd great murmur- 
iBgs among the people, who became 
alarmed at fuch mifchievous prece- 
dents. In truth, the governors became 
now to be a fort of grievance by thefe 
exadions of money, which they ap- 
peared to look for as their right 3 for- 
getting that fuch gifts flow only from 
the benevolence of the inhabitants. 

In 1696 governor Ruflel died ; and 
Fi:ancis Bond, efq. the fenior member 
of the council, became prefident and 
commander in chief. This gentleman's 
adminiftration was produftive of many 
wife meafures for the benefit of his 
country. Many ufeful laws were pafled^ 
which remain yet in force. The in- 
habitants were eafy, and perfeftly fatif- 

fied 
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fied with their prefident : and, in truth, 
we (hall always find, that a man who 
both has an intereft in a country, and 
is a native thereof, will be more con-- 
cerned for the good government of it, 
and more attentive to its profperity, 
than one who confiders it as a tempo- 
rary dwelling, whither he has procured 
himfelf to be fent to raife a fortune, or 
to patch up one going to decay. 

In 1698 his majefty was pleafed to 
appoint the honourable Ralph Grey 
(afterwards lord Grey) governor of 
Barbados, where he arrived the 26th 
of July. An a£l foon paffed, prefenting 
Mr. Grey with two thoufand pounds, 
and five hundred pounds for the rent 
of an houfe ; Fontabelle houfe (the go- 
vernor's 
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vcrnor^s rcfidencc) being much out of 
repair. Governor Grey's adminiftration 
was very popular. The Barbadians, 
naturally hofpitable and generous, love 
a governor poffcffcd of thefe qualities. 
Mr. Grey was generous and magnifi- 
cent, which endeared him to Barbados ; 
a difinterefted difpofition, and a par- 
ticular attention to the welfare of that 
ifland, marked him a man of worth, 
who did not wifh, through avaricious 
views, to diftrefs the country he was 
fent to protect. His health declining, 
he was obliged to leave his government 
in 1 70 1, when the command devolved 
upon * John Farmer, efq. the fenior 
member of council; in whofc time 

* Son of Mr. Farmer, who was fent to England 
by lord Willoughby. 

hap- 
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happened the death of king William, 
and the acceffion of queen Anne* 
Events which were notified in form. 

In 1703 Sir Bevill Granville arrived 
at Barbados governor thereof: a new 
houfe was immediately built for Sir 
Bevill upon a fpot called Pilgrim-hill, 
which continues to this day to be the 
governor's houfe : the affembly, (bon 
after the governor's arrival, was fo com- 
plaifant, as to appoint his brother one 
of their agents in England ; a condud: 
courtly indeed, but not very politic ; for 
the governor's brother was wholly un- 
acquainted with that ifland, and its 
concerns : and an agent ought to be 
a man well verfed in the conftitution 
of the country he ferves, and who per- 

fedly 


[ 48 ] 

f^dly underftands her true intereft : 
attentive only to his agency, he (hould 
watch for occafions to be beneficial to 
the country, with whofe welfare he is 
entrufted : eftablifhing an intereft with 
the board of trade, he (hould never 
be ignorant of what is doing at that 
office : well acquainted with bufinefs, 
he (hould endeavour to conned himfeif 
with, and have a pcri'ed: knowledge of 
the forms, rules, and methods of the 
different offices he muft tranfadl bufinefs 
with. It is much to be wifhed too, for 
the benefit of Barbados, that the agent 
could always be a member of the Britifh 
parliament, as his confequencc would 
then be much enlarged, and he would 
probably then claim a more refpedful 
attention from the miniftry, 

i The 
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The frequent prefents to governors 
having caufed much uneafinefs to the 
inhabitants^ and having truly been found 
to be diftre&ful to the ifland, her ma« 
jefty was pleafed to augment the gover- 
nor's Englifh falary from twelve hundred 
to two thoufand pounds per annum. 
During Sir Bevill GranviU's adminiftra- 
tion Barbados was miferably dlftreifed 
by fadions. Pirty raged high. Coni- 
plaints were fent to England againft 
the governor by thofe in the oppofi- 
tion; Remonilrailties followed from his 
friends 3 but we do not find, however, 
that any regard was paid to either. In 
the year \']0^ the aflcmblyi taking into 
confideration the great want of cafh in 
the ifland, pa^ed an ad to allow fixty- ' 
five thoufand pounds paper credit \ 

E impow- 
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impowermg Mr. Holder the treaAirer 
(who was alfo ipcakcr of the zSkmhiy} 
t^ give out biUa for that fuoi. The 
'men of greateft property in the ifknd 
o^^fed this fcheoie with great via-* 
kuce>but with little efi^.This ^ was £> 
verely cenfured inJEnglamd^ and repealled 
immediately. The governor,. diCati&fied 
with his> iituatbn, obtsuned bis recall^ 
andf died upon his voyage honae.. 

r 

In 1707 Mitford Crow^ ei% arrived 
at Barbados, governor of that iflaad* 
Hei in obedience to his inftrudtioM^ 
f enaoved all thofe gentlemen &otSk the 
council> and from all other oi^ea^ 
which they held under the crowA^ 
who were concerned in promoting the 

paper aedit a£t This fpread fo muchr 

difconf-^ 
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difcontent in the country, and rendere<i 
Mr. Crow's fituation fo irkfomc, that 
it was foon thought proper to recall 
him alio. 

He was fucceeded in 1711 by Ro* 
bert Lowthcr, cfq. who was twice go- 
vernor of Barbados. His iirfl admini« 
ftration laftcd till 17 14, when he was 
recalled, and Mr. Sharpe, the fenior 
member of the council, became pre- 
fident. In ^^715 his majefly was pleafed 
to appoint Mr. Lowther again to this 
gOTcrnment. Both periods of his ad« 
miniftralions were very unpopular, diA* 
pleafing to himfelf, and difagreeable to 
the inhabitants. Parties were early 
formed againfl: him> which always 
galled him during his nine yeiurs refi* 
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dence upon the ifland; yet he both, 
times gained a handfome fettlcment/ 
During his firft adminiftration he fuf- 
pended three members of council, Mr< 
Sharpe, Mr .Walker, and Mr. Berisford. 
The queen took off their fufpenfion. 
They were neverthelefs withheld for 

r 

fome fhort time from fetting in coun- 
cil *, which confequently ftopt the 
courfe of bufinefs, and was thereby of 
the utmoft prejudice to the country. 
However, the three members at length 
re-^ffumcd their feats, and nothing more 
was heard of this matter. . During his 
fecond adminiflration many complaints 
from time to time were exhibited againft 

* In tiie Caribbeana^ publifhed in 1741, isfl 
fttf fenfible opinioa of Mr. CodriDgton, reladTre 
to this fufpeailoQ. 
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him ; particukrly for his perfecution of 
.the reyerjend Mr. Gordon, reftor of St. 
Michaiers pariA, ^n^ the bi(hop's com- 
miflary 5 againft whom fome harfh pro- 
cetedings having paffed, Gordon ap- 
.pealed to the crown. He obtained from 
the lords juftices. (his majefty being then 
at Hanover) an order to take depofition$ 
at Barbados ; and the governor (who 
.was the accufer) had the fame privi* 
lege* Gordon returned to Barbados, 
^nd ferved this order upon the governor, 
who paid fo littlp regard to it, that he 
committed Gordon prifoner to the com- 
mon gaol. At the court of oyer, where 
Gordon was tried, the governor pre- 
fided. This ftep, though very unufual, 
is neverthelefs agreeable tp law. But 
fuch were the meafures of this court, 

E 3 that 
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that the governor even profecuted the 
council and attorney who appeared in 
behalf of Gordon ; the former vrent to 
England, and prefented thefe proceed- 
ings v(rith proper complaints againO: the 
governor 3 which had (o good an effect, 
that the lords juftices (in the king's 

abfence) fent to Barbados an order 
conceived in the (Irongeil terms againft 
the governor, ordering that the pro- 
ceedings at that court in this affair 
ihould all be vacated. In confequence 
of this and other complaints Mr, Low* 
ther was recalled. He left the iiland 
in May 17205 but before his departure 
he fufpended Samuel Cojc, efq. the 
eldeft member of the counciU ^nd 
John Frere, efq, the next member of 
counpili became preiident, Soon after , 

this, 
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^^is, €ir Charles Cox petitioned the 
king again ft governor Lowther, for 
having removed his brother from the 
council in an illegal and arbitrary man- 
iicrj and his majefty was pleafed to 
fend ah order to Mr. Frcre to fefign 
the command to Mr. Cok : but by 
Ibme means oi* other this order Was 
not complied with} tnd Sir Charles 
Cox enforcing his complaints, Mr. Frerc 
was fummoned to appear before the 
king and council of Great Britain : he 
accordingly in 17^1 refigned the go 
vernment to Mr. Cox, much againft 
the inclinations of the inhabitants of 
Barbados. He immediately went to 
England, where he was given to ua- 

^erjdand^ thst his being fent for was to 
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place him out of Cox's way, and Ici 
brea|c the rage of partyr 

Mr. Cox acceded to the government 

pf Barbados at a t;me when party raged 

. high againft him. The tranquillity a^ 

had paiTed i the defign of which was 

. to keep all officers, (xc. in their places 

, in fpitc of the prejGdent's power ♦ : and 

all the chief offices, of the ifland wer45 

filled with Cox -s enemies 5 fo that whei^ 

he. took pofTeffion of the command, 

he was fo hampered by the pppofition^ 

that he thought himfelf obliged to have 

recourfe to a very extraordinary ftep: 

he fufpended five members of council 

at one time, and fwore in five others 

^n their places. The fufpended meip-r 

? Thi« aft was repealed. 
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tcrs were immediately reftored by the 
crown : a circumftance of fuch triumph 
tp that party, that they exulted more 
than ever, and perplexed the affairs of 
government fo much, that even the 
cxcife bill, which was abfolutely nc- 
ceflary for the fupport of the public, 
was in danger of being loft. It 
muft be owned too, that Mr. Cox did 
not behave with requifite moderation : 
he had removed from the bench of 
juftices feyeral gentlemen of fortune, 
particularly Guy Ball, efq. a member 
of the council, and had endeavoured 
to, commence vpxatious profecutions 
againft .them. In confequence of the 
abufe Mr. Cox made of his power, in 
all fubfequent inftrudtions from the 
frovvn the authority of prefidents was 

r 
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fxmch liouted, and their power reduced 
to what it is at prcfcnt. It is aAonifli* 
ing, that in fo fmall a fpot, party-ragt 
fliould grow to fuch an excefs : never 
was any country more torn to pieces by 
parties, than Barbados was about this 
period; but, alas! we find fadion and 

its ill confequences prevailing in alrhoft 
all countries; and in thcfe little com- 
munities, where not any gai« is ac- 
quired, vanity operates, as venality does 
in great ftates. 

His majefty, willing to relieve the 
diftrefles of Barbados, in 1722 appoint- 
ed Henry Worfley, efq. governor of 
that iflaiid, and gave him inftruftioils 
And power to enquire into the conduft 

ctf prefident Cox, and to decide thereon 

as 
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as he fhould judge moft proper, Gor 

vernor Worfley, when he arrived at 

Barbados, conducted himfelf with fo 

much policy, that neither party thought 

him their enemy ; and therefore both 

parties courted him for their friend, 

and both were equally flattered by the 

governor. Each fide made him large 

offers ; and thus was the aflembly 

brought to give him the enormous 

revenue of fix thoufand pounds per 

annum. The governor, having gained 
this great point, and the heavy tax of 

two fhiliings and fix-pence being laid 

upon each negro for defraying this 

falary, he proceeded to enquire into 

the (late of the ifland before his accef* 

iion. He fummoned Mr. Cox to a 

formal trial} and he determined, that 

Mr, 
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Mr. Cox had adied, during his prefix 
dcntftiip, corruptly, arbitrarily, and ille- 
gally; and therefore he not only re- 
moved him from being of his majefty's 
council, but alfo declared him incapa()le 
of ever being a member of that board *, 

This adminiftration was marked by 
the death of his majefty king George I. 
The Barbadians had very feverely felt 
their diftrefs, occafioned by the bur- 
denfome falary given to the governor, 
v^hich, in truth, had much oppreflcd 
that whole ifland : they therefore feized 
the opportunity of the king's death, as 
a plea to favc their money, by refufing 
to pay the tax of two (hillings and fix- 

* Mr. Cox pafled the remainder of his life upoq 
the continent of N. America. 

pence 
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pence laid upon negroes 3 ailertihgi 

« 

that by the king's death the governor's 
commiilion ceafed^ and confequently 
the law which provided for the main- 
tenance of the governor became voidi 
But this fallacy did not fucceed, though 
it caufed much diforder in the country^ 
Mr. Worfley prefented a memorial to 
the throne, in coniequence of which 
his m^erty was pleafe to diredt (agree* 
able to the opinion of his attorney and 
folicitor general) " that in cafe the 
" arrears of the faid tax was not paid 
" on or before the ift day of July next, 
" that his majefty's attorney general of 
" Barbados do caufe proper law-fuits 
" to be commenced againft all perfbns 
** liable to pay fuch arrears, &c." and 

thefc 
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thcfe arrears were accordingly rcco- 
tercd. 

Mr, Worflej left the government of 
Barbados in 173 1 , and Samuel Berwick, 
ciq. prelideDt of the council, fucceeded 
him. Mr. Berwick {as fereral of his 
predecefibrs bad done) executed his 
commiffion without any falary or pre- 
fent from the aflembly : a circumllance 
macb to his honour. 

He died the year following, and 
James Dottin, cfq. the next member of 
councili became commander in chief. 
The legiflature, by an ai5l of the ifland, 
fcwi.j fft.!- him^i-P^ pounds per annum 
\ proof at what an 
ealy 
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eafy cxpcncc the bufinefs of this govern- 
ment was then carried on. 

In 1733, lord vifcoont Howe wa* 
appointed governor of Barbados: be 
arrived in that ifland the fame year* 
The legifiature fettled four thoufend 
pounds upon bis lordfhip : a large fum 
indeed for the circumftances of the 
ifland at that tittie i but whichj how- 
ever, the governor generoufly expend- 
ed in the ifland. The univerlal good 
character of this noblen^Q filled every 
heart with joy epon his arrival: hh 
fcrdftiip did not dilappoi«t the hope^ 
and expeffeations of Barbados. By a 
genero&y of temper,, and a conapla^ 
ceficy of depcH-tn^enl '^ by an equitable 
dtftFibution of juflice,. and a fteady ad- 
herence 
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iierence to the conflitution and ttni 
intereft of the country he prefided 
over, he preferved the ifland free from 
fa£tion» and gained the aifedlion and 
efleem of ^11 the inhabitants. So pacifie 
a period affords little matter for hiftory 
to tranfmit. The good agreement be- 
tween the governor, council, and af- 
fembly, produced the beft effeds for 
the mother country^ as well as for the 
colony : and furely never was there an 
experiment made with fo much fuc- 
cefsof what importance the right choice 
of a governor is to the profperity of 
this or any other of our fugar iflands ; 
yet it has been faid, that if this noble- 
man had lived a few years longer, he 
would haxe ruined Barbados by the 
introdudion of luxury : but^ alas ! ex-* 

perienee 
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periencc hath fully taught us> that if 
the inhabitants of that country poiTefs 
the means of indulging luxurious dif- 
iipation, the pradtice will be obtained 
in the mother country, if the times for- 
bid the enjoyment of it in their native 
ifle : but (for a moment) fuppofe the 
charge to be in fome degree true 3 Was 
it not an honeft policy in the governor, 
to divert in pleafures and amufements 
that wealth which had formerly fo 
often kindled the flames of party ? 
Lord Howe died in March 1735 5 the 
council and afTembly (applauded by 
all their countrymen) to teftify their 
grateful remembrance of his lordfhip, 
as well as to diflinguifti virtuous merit, 
prefented two thoufand five hundred 
pounds to lady Howe. 

F Mr. 
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Mc. Dotk fixxeeded again to the 
eockimand, and received a fettlement: 
df fix hundred pounds per annum : his 
idminiftration was gentle and inof- 
fbfifive* 

In 1 73 p thie honourable Robert Byng, 
wa« appointed governor of Barbados, 

where he arrived foon after his appoint- 
ment. The times were unfavourable 
to Mr. Byng. He came to the govern- 
ment at a time when the houfe of 
iseprefentatives jfeemed pertinaciouily 
devoted to die will erf" their fjpeaker 
^0^vy Peers, eiq. a gentleman who 



been difappointed in his hope of 
procuring ike government of Barbados 
for himfelf, itfi^^whoie ioai^nary inte<- 
teji and r^al intention k was to diih-efs 

the 
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the hew governor. " From men" (fays 
the great Sully) " all things may be 
*• expedted : they are not to be kept 
^* firm to their duty^ integrity, and the 
*' laws of Ibcietyi by fidelity and virtue^ 
** but by their hopes and wiflies." Mr. 
fiyng was by the firft addrefs of the 
affembly, as well as by private confc* 
i'ences, fentertained with declamsltions of 
the poverty of Barbados, and the ftedfaft 
refolutions of its reprefeiitatives con- 
cerning bis appointment, which^ they 
faid, could not be equal to his prede*^ 
ceffors. The governor obfervedj ** that 
** the country was now in a more flou* 
^* rifhing condition than his predecefTor 
^' found it in > he was confcious of 
<^ having brought with him as good 

Fa " inten- 
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" intentions as the beft of his prede- 
«' ceflbrs, but that if he was lefs con- 
'* fidered than his immediate prcde- 
" ceffor, he could not avoid thinking 
*' it was fetting an ignominious mark 
" upon him j an indignity under wWch 
" he could not fit eafy." But he could 
not obtain more than two thoufand 
pounds per annum -, yet to render this 
more palatable, an additional prefent 
was added of two thoufand five hun- 
dred pounds to repair the governor's 
lofies at fea, the Ihip in which his 
baggage was, having been taken by the 
Spaniards. This was certainly an a^ 
'" generofity in the affemblyy The 
■each between the governor and 
eaker was now notorious, and fadtion 
y again 
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again reared its head. * At length the 
^aker was flript of all the pods which 

he 

* Henry Peers, efq. fpeaKer of the ailembly, 
was lieuteDant general, mailer general of the ord- 
pance, prefident of the coumcil of war, colonel of a 
regiment of militia, and a juftice of peace. He wa^ 
fucceeded as lieutenant general, maftc;r genier^ qf 
the ordnance, and prefident of the council of war^ 
by Thomas Applewhaite, efq. one of the members 
of his majefly's council, and who had been major 
general and colonel of the Windward regiment : 
thefe two gentlemen were many years cpn tempo* 
r;aries. They both gained honour and r^utatioa 
in their country ; but wi^h very different tempers, 
they attached theipfelves early to oppofite parties, 
and frequently efpoufed contending interefls : yet, 
ftrange to fay 1 they lived together in a clofe in- 
t;imacy. Mr. Peers had good fenfe, and ftrong 
natural abilities, and acquired a peculiar dexterity 
iin the management of a party. His fpndnefs of 
|>pwcr plunged him deep in faftion. He was 

f 3 «very 
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be hfild under the crown. A circumr 
ftance that affords a remarkable xra in 

every man's enemy that oppofed bis party, and 
was oftea ferved through fear. His palGdns were 
impetuous and unmanageable. He was generous, 
lively, fanguine, intrepid, ambitions. In friend- 
(hip warm : In relcntment implacable. He claimed 
the title of a great man. By bis death a powerful 
party loft thdr friend and patron. Mr. Apple- 
whaite polTefled a found judgment, and an amiaMe 
difpolition, and was tpo candid and diflntereftcd 
for the intrigues of ^(tion. His moderation dif- 
tingaged him from the inconreniencies of party- 
zeal. He was every man's friend that needed 
his friendflup, and men were attached to hiffl by 
affection. His paSions were under the command 
of his reafon. He was companionate, affable, 
''-;ere, calm, refolute. In friendlhip fteady : in 
mtment placable. AH men, with a united 
cc, called him a good man. By his death the 
ir loft their father and fupport. 

this 
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this admiaiftratioEU Mr. Pctrs died 
ibon aft^r, and traoquillity was re-gf^^ 
fuming its empire throughout the 
ifland, when death fnatched from the 
world the governor himfclf. Mr, Byng*s 
idminiilratioQ was ihort aqd tdlive. 
He lived only ten months io Barbados* 
His refolution and adivity; his labo- 
rious and indefatigable turn for bufinefs, 
and an application which nothing could 
divert j his attention to the defence of 
the ifland he commanded by forming 

its militia, and repalriog i(s fortifications i 
and his fehemes for the extention of 
tradie, joined to his prudent difcem- 
ment, which produced the beft com- 
miffion of the peace ever ifTued in that 
ifland, led many to regret the death of 
a governor, of whom they had enter- 

F 4 tained 
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talned great expedations, notwithftand* 
ing the early oppofition he encoun- 
tered *• 

In 1740 Mr* Dotin again became 
prefident, and continued fo until the 
arrival of Sir Thomas Robinfon in 
1742. 

* Mr. Byng's good fenfc flicwcd itfelf very 
ftrong in this remarkable inilance. The aflem- 
Uy prefented an addrefs to him of the 8 th of 
July 1740, which, from a previous knowledge, 
he thought was extremely fevere and unkind to- 
wards ,him : he, never thelefs, with a gracious 
fmile, received it, made no reply to it, but with 
great cordiality and apparent friendfhip carefled the 
aflfembly-men who prefented it, and all others that 
fell in his way ; and actually did give a lucrative 
employ ment to one of them the next day 

When 
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When Sir Thomas Robinfon arrived' 
at Barbados, an unufual fhynefs pre- 
vailed in the affembly towards their 
new governor. The preceding affem- 
bly had refoived not, to make any fettle- 
ment whatever upon a future gover- 
nor : neverthelefs, the then affembly 
granted to Sir Thomas three thoufand 
pounds per annum. The inimitable 
Sully, the ableft politician, and (what 
is more to his honour) the moft unpre- 
judiced man that hiftory furnifties us 
with, an account of, remarks, ** that the 
5* word parliament carries vvith it an 
** idea of equity, and even wifdom ; 
" yet in thefc bodies we meet with 
«* fuch inftances of irregularity, that one 
" cannot help concluding, that if in- 
^< fallibility may be hoped for among 

" men. 


C 74 ] 

'< men» it will be found rs^her in one 
^* than a moltkude/' To Sir Thomas 
Robinfon Barbados is indebted for an 
excellent armoury ; the beft in the 
Weft Indies^ which he built at his own 
expence, and the utility of which that 
ifland hath experienced ever fince* 

Sir Thomas remained at Barbados 
until the arriral of his fuccefibr the 
honourable Henry Grenville in 1747* 

ft 

The council and affembly fettled three 
thoufand pounds per annum upon IVfr. 
Grenville, whoie adminiftration was 
during the calm of peace, confequeotly 
not very intereftingt The Barbadians, 
taught by esqperience the mifchievous 
^(k&s of party, unked to render Mr. 
Greoville's 0tuation agreeable to him* 

felf. 


[ 75 1 

f^if, which })is addrefs rondcrcd no| 
^ifplc^fifig to th^m* Abroad) he maia^ 
tadned the honoui: of his royal mafter, 
particularly by the fuccefsful effort he 
ipade to prev^at the French from fct^ 
tling Tobago^ then a neutral ifland. 
At home, unattached to any fadtion^i 
he fupported his commiilion widi a 
pompous ftate^ ^nd though all con-* 
fefled th^ haughtiness of the maa, they 
could pot but admire the dignity of 
the governor. In governments, as weU 
as in courts^ all things ^re brought about 
by artifice. The governor had the ^ucT^ 
(:efs, 9t the clofe of his adcqiniftratioo^ 
to obtain thofe public marks of appror 
hation which were nf ver before lavifhed 
ypon any governor ; for {b far did the 
lh?n ^ffembly proceed in their pro- 

fc^omi 
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fcffions of cfteem to this gentleman, 
that they voted a ftatue of him (one 
member only diflenting) to be ereded 
in the town-hall, where the courts of 
juftice are held, in honour to his me- 
mory, and to exemplify to pofterity a 
pattern of juftice and integrity. Mr^ 
Grenvillc continued governor of Bar- 
bados till May 1753, when he applied 
for and obtained leave to return ta 
England^ 

Ralph Weekes, efij. the fenior mem- 
ber of the council, was then inverted 
with the command. The aflembly 
gave hini twelve hundred pounds per 

annumy to fupport the honour and dig- 
nity of the king's commiflion. 


fe 
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In Auguft 1756 Charles Pinfold, efq. 
governor of Barbados) arrived in that 
iiland. He obtained a fettlement of 
three thoufand pounds per annum. A 
quiet, eaiy governor fuits beft a colony; 
fuch was Mr. Pinfold, whofe qualities 
were wholly negative. His adminiftra- 
tion was long and interefting, Duripg 
this period the Barbadians bore no in- 
confiderable fliare in the glorious events 
which diflinguiihed the Britifh arms 
during the laft war. A refolution 
having been formed in England to re- 
duce the ifland of Martinique (the key 
of the Caribbees) the fame was com- 
municated to the governor of Barbados. 
The governor immediately called to- 
gether the council and aflcmbly, and 
having communicated this intelligence, 

a law 
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ft few pafied for ailifting his riidjefty^S 
forces J when the inhabitants, rcgardlefi 
of the injury their trade muft rcccivcj 
and which it afterwards did receive, by 
the acquifition of the large and valuables 
ifland of Martinique, gave their aflift^ 
ance with a zeal, unanimity, and fpirit^ 
fcarcely to be paralleled. Five hun- 
dred and eighty -eight white meri 
(volunteers) were expeditioufly raifed^ 
clothed, and paid by the country -, to 
thefe were added five hundred and 
eighty-three negroes. They joined his 
majefty's forces, and affifted at the re- 
duftion of Guadalo&pe. This expe- 
ditbn coft Barbadds ♦ twenty -four 
thoufand pounds currency, befides a 

* Ted tboufsmcl pcmnds %^ere rejpalid bf th6 
governffieac. 

large 
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Itrge fiipi^y of provifions, whidi the 
Barbadians ^t to the forces while they 
ivere befieging Guadaloupe. During 
this «lminiftratk>ti the ftamp a^ pafTed 
d^ parliament of Great Britain. This 
U&: threMened a precedent big with httik 
xnifchief ; yet this colony fubmkted to 
ks validity, and trafting to the equity 

of the Britifti legiflature for its repeal^ 
when its pernicious tendency fhould 
be perceived, was content with remon-* 
ftrating againft its oppreflion. This z£t 
was foon repeated > but during the few 
fnonths it was in force,^ the fum ©f two 
^ufand five liundred pounds was col- 
lected at Barbados, and remitted to* 
England, GoTernror Pinfold, having 
<4ttaified leave to return to Englasd^ 

embarkeA 
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embarked on board the Britannia, capt* 
Davis, the 27th of May 1766. 

Samuel Rous, efq. the fenior mem* 

ber of council, then refident upon the 
ifland, acceded to the command, and 
took the oaths of office immediately 
after the departure of the governor* 
The council and aflembly fettled fifteen 
hundred pounds per annum upon the 
prefident during his refidence at Pil- 
grim-houfe ; nor do we find that this ^ 

gentleman hath proved himfclf un- 
worthy of the generofity of his coun- 
trymen. He hath fupported the dig- 
nity of his ftation with a fplendor and 
magnificence equal to the unufual 
largenefs of his falary, and hath ac- 
quitted himfelf in other refpefts to the 

fatisfaftion 
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fetisfadliori bf his country, iiotwith- 
flanding he has been engaged in a 
point of fomie delicacy with the prefent 
fpcaker of the affembly; John Gay 
AUeyne, eiq. having been chofen fpeak-^ 
er of the houfe of reprefentatives^ and 
approved of by the commander in 
chief, immediately claimed from the 
king's reprefentative the allowance of 
certain privilegeSi which he alledged 
the reprefeiitatives of the peopte were 
intitled tOi Thefe privileges ares firflj 
e2:emption from arrefls to themfelves 
and fervants. 

Secondly, Liberty of fpeech* 

Thirdly, Accefs at ail times to the 
king's reprefentative. 

G To 
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To this demand the prefident faid; 
** He would give his anfwer at the next 
" fitting of the affembly," cautioufly 
taking tiibe for confideration and ad-* 
vice : and his anfwer being at lerigth 
given, was, " That, ais far as lay in his 
** power, he granted the demand. " 
The obfervations that arifc from this 
anfwer are too obvious to be iiluftrated 
here; however, it is but juftice to ac- 
knowledge, that it v^as the' inoft pru- 
dent the prefident could have given i 
for if he had abfolutely and unrtf- 
fervedly granted the demand, he might 
(and perhaps with juftice too) have 
been cenfured by the governnieht' in 

England y and indeed it muA have been 

< 

confirmed^ by a higher power thart* the 
prefident's, before it could have had 

cffedl : 
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kfftH t ori the othet hand/ had he re- 
Je<5ted the demand entirely, the remain- 
ing (hort period of his adrhiniftration 
might have been imbittered by diffen- 
tions atid difpates. In regard to the 
privileges thus demanded^ it may be 
obferved, that the exemption front 
arrefts was never claimed, cohfequently 
never poflefled by any preceding af- 
fembly. If is toeant an exemption 
from arrefts at all times, the precedent 
muft have a fatal tendency to afFedt the 
credit of Barbados ; nor would the in- 
jury be much lefs prejudicial, if con- 
fined to the day of the aflembly's fit- 
ting ;' for under the protc<5ion of fer- 
vants. May not the power be given to 
fcreen from debt, and to find an oppor-* 
tunity to convey from off the ifland, 

G 2 a num- 
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a number of flaves ? The police of Bisii*> 

bados is not altogether iimilar to thatT 

of Great Britain : but even if it was^- 

How could the community in general, 

by any means, be benefited by their 

reprefentatives being exempt from ar-» 

refts ? Much indeed might be faid upoft 

this fubjed s but what however would 

with more propriety adorn the fpeech 

of a legiflator, than grace the pen of 

an hiftorian. What has already beea 

or may farther be faid oh this fubjedti: 

is offered with all imaginable reipe£b 

and deference to the prefent honed: and 

upright affembly of that country, who 
can have no interefl divided from that of 
their country. The privilege of fpeech 
to the teprefentatives of a people is a 
contlitutional privilege, inherent in that 
body : it is ftrange then, that a gentle-^ 

man 
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man of the fpeakcr s lively imaginatioo 
flK>uld appear not to know he pofTeiTed 
this valuable privilege, by making a de- 
mand of it. As to accefs to the king's 
repreientative, this privilege is in itfelf of 
ib innocent und karmlefs a nature to the 
public^ that no more prejudice could arife 
from refufiog its admiilion, than good 
could accrue by granting of it* 

To conclude. Thefc fallies d[ the 
j|)eaker's genius bring to our remem- 
brance a faying of king James the Firft» 
as related by lord Bacon : ** When car- 
^* dinal Evereux (fays Bacon) having in 
*' a fubjedl of divinity fprinkled many 
** ornaments of learning, the king faid 
** they were like the blue, and ycl- 
<* Iow,-and red flowers in corn, which 
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make a plcafant fhew, bat hurt the 


*' corn. 
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On the ift of September 1767, at 
a meeting of the general aflembly, a 
committee of that houfe was appointed 
to prepare a petition (in conjundion 
with a committee of the council) to 
be prefented to the commons houfe of 
parliament of Great Britain, reprefent- 

ihg the diftrefles of the illand by the 

» .. • . ■ » . *• 

two laft dreadful fires in the chief 
town, the intention of the inhabitants, 
to rebuild the town on a fafer plan, 
and to make convenient wharfs, and 

cleanfe the Mole-head 5 and further 

» • • • . 

feprefenting the great expence attend- 
ing thefe works, and the inability of 
the country wholly to provide for thkXa ; 

and 
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and therefore praying the affiftance of 
that honourable houfc on the occafion. 
This is a reprefentation juft and necef- 
iary, and this a condadl Mnuch to the 
Jionouf of the legislature of Barbados : 
fiQ doubt, the reception that this^etition 
will gaifl from the commons of Gxeat 
Britain, will reflecS equal honour upon 
that refpedlable body. The cleanfing 
of the Mole-head, and ere^ftLng proper 
wharfs for die. convenience of trader" 
are works of the utmoft advantage, and 
therefore of the great^ft conf^quence to 
this trading ifland ; but whofe utility 
will not be confined to this fpot alone, 
but niuft fpread its influence through- 
•out all the Britifli dominions. * The 

* The Mole is a rirer th^t runs through jhe 
foutbeaft part of Bridge-town, and fafis into Car- 
lifle-bay ; and is now choaked up by fand and 
l»ud brought into it by the tides. 

G 4 M^v. 
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Mole, when cfFcftually cleaned, will 
again afford a fafe retreat to (hips of 
burden in the moil tempeftuouifeafon j 
whereas now it cannot prote^ ,the 
fmalleft vcflel : add to this, the alarm- 
ing and incrcafing inconvenience of 
landing and (hipping all kinds of mer-- 

« 

chandize. 

His majcfty hath l^^tely been pleafe4, 
to appoint William Spry, cfq^. governojr 
of Barbados *. 


t The prefent members of his majcfty's council 
of Barbados are : 

Sir John Giibbons, Bart. ?nd K. B. 


Samuel Rous, 
John Dottin, 
Edward Jordan, 
Henry Thorrihill, 
Abr. Cumberbatch, 
Henry Frere, 


Conrade Adams, 
Gcdney Clarke, 
^ Francis Ford, 
S Rob. Brathwaite 
Irenxus Moe, 



The 
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The prefent members of the aflcmbly of Bar^ 
bados : 


o Tijr 1. n- 'A. 5 Samfon Wood, 
S.Mich.Panfli{p^^^ Lynch; 

Chrift -Church {J^^°"^^'^' 


S. Philip's 


Beckles, 
C John Gittens, 
^ Thomas Drake, 

j Richard Downes, 
i Benjamin Malony^ 
5 Henry Holder, 
I Benjamin Mellowes, 


S. John's 

S. Jofeph's 

8 Andrew's k ^''^'' ^^^ ^^^^""^ 

l James Maycock, 

€ Thomas's i William Alieyne, 
' ( George Sanders, 

fi tom*»c'c i Reynold Gibbcs, ^ 
8. James s J ^h^^^ Alieyne, 

S. Peter's i J""^" ^^^^^' 

I Jofeph Leacock, 

c Y ♦ C Hillary Rowe, 

■ ' ' ^ ( Hillary Rpwf junior 


Efqrs. 

Efqrs, ' 

Efqrs, 

Efqrs. 

Efqrs, 

Efqrs, 

Efqrt. 

Efqr«, 

EfqfS. 

Efqrsw 

Efqrs, 


Of 


[ 9P ] 


Of its Conftitution^ 

'Tp H E government of Barbados con*- 
fifts of a governor, whp is ap- 
pointed by the king ; a council of twelve 
men, who are alfo appointed by his 
majefty, by letters of mandamus ; and 
art affembly of twenty-two freeholders', 
cho&n by a majority of freeholders from 
thefeveral parifhes. Two reprefent^ 
lives are returned from each parifh. 
The piembers of council (as privy 
counfellors) advife and affift the gover- 
nor in all matters relative to the govern- 
ment: they are alfo a check upon him, 
if he exceeds the bounds of his com- 
miffion : they (as part of the legiflature) 
form the upper houfe, and in paffing 

2 al] 
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^U laws, a£t as the houfe of peers in 
preat Britain : they alfo, with the gcvr 
yernor, conftitute the courts of Chancery 
and Errors, where each member gives 
his opinion in all caufes. The governor 
hatli power to appoint and difplace all 
military officers, and to diffolvc the 
aflembly ; and alfo to place a negative 
upon all bills : judges of the courts and 
jiiftices of the peace <:annot be appoint- 
ed, but by and with the copfent of the 
council, whofe approbation or concur- 
rence muft be obtained when a judge 
is removed from his office. No mem^ 
ber of council can be removed by .a 
governor, without the confent of the 
majority of the council, unlefs on fomc 
very extraordinary occafion not fit to be 
divulged to tlie whole body. In fuch 

a cafe. 
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a cafe, the reafons for fuch fufpenfioa 
(or removal) are immediately to be 
Cranfmitted to the king in council, 
where the member fufpended may 
make his defence. A member of coun- 
cil vacates his feat, by abfenting himfelf 
fcven years from the council-board, 
without leave of abfence obtamcd from 
the king, or from the commander in 
chief of the ifland. If there are lefe 
than feven members of council refident 
upon the ifland, the commander ih 
chief hath power to fill up to that num- 
ber, until his majefty's pleafure fe 
known, that the bufinefs of the ifland 
may not be retarded. The governor 
always fits in council, even when afts 
are pafled ; a pradice that feems to 
have been efl:abli£hed by cufl:um only ; 

for 
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for it i^pcars to be unconilitational. tt 
k not a cuilom adopted by all the colo- 
nics. The goTcrnor, befides his falary 
of two thoufand pounds fterljng, pay- 
able out of the four and half per ant, 
is intided to a tbirdof feizures; but he 
b retrained from receiving any prefent 
from the aiTemblyi unlefs as a lettlement 
made by the firil aHcmbly h^ meets 
after his arrival. This fettlement has 
latterly been three thoufafid pounds pt 
annum currency. In the abfence of 
governor, the fcnior member of eounc 
a£ts as commander in chief} but \ 
cannot diilblve an affembly : nor ca 
he remove or fofpend any ofiioer, civ 
or military, without the eonfent of fcv( 
members of council. In other refpei 
he has the fame power as 3 govcrnc 
Tl 




I 
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The prefident is allowed one half d£ 
the falary and emolannents allotted to 
the governor* Fiye members of councfl 
make a quorum to tranfad: bufinef^^ 
and to conilitute a court of Chancery 
and court of Error; The commander 
in chief collates redors to the parifhes 
of the iflandj which are eleven • The 
redors perquifites are confiderable; their 
income eftablifhed by. law is one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds per annum, ex- 
clufivc of all prefents, and other benefits. 
The clergy are all of the church of 
England. The reprefentativcs of the 
people are chofen annually by virtue of 
a writ (or commiflion) iffucd by tht 
governor in council, direded to the 
eldefl member of council in each pariihy 
authorizing him to convene the free- 
holders, 


I 
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holders, and to receive their votes i 
afterwards, a return of the writ, with 
a certificate of the choice of the free- 
holders, is made to the gdvernor in 
council:,, vvheh the reprefehtafives taEc 
the ftate oaths and oaths of office before 
the governor and council j which the j 
ilfo do upon the acceffion of a new 
governor or preiident. The aflembly 
chufe Aieir fpeaker, who cannot a£t as 
fueh before he is prefented to and ap- 
proved by the commander in chiefl 
The fpeaker and eleven other meaibers 
Conftitute a houfe for trahfaSing of 
bufinefs. They chufe a clerk and mar- 
fhal of their houfc. They may expel 
any of their members, and may give 
leave to two of them together to go 
off the ifland for fix month? for rcco- 

very 
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Very of health. They have powet iH 
try and determine all controverted elec^ 
tions^ and can adjourn themfelves froai 
day to day j all longer fidjpurnments are 
made by the commander in chief, ot 
with his leave. They, together with 
the governor and Coupcil, annually no- 
minate the agent, the treafurer, the 
ftore-i keeper of the magazines, the 
comptroller of the excife, the gaugers 
of cafks, and an ihfpe^or of health; 
* Difagreements have formerly arifeii 

between 

* Abont the year 1 728 a difpuKe aroft betweeqi 
the epuncil aad afTembly coacemii^g the method 
of iSbing orders for the public money ; the for- 
mer infilled upon that which was eftabliflied by 
the king's lafiniAions to the governor ; the latter 
had ditoyered/ as they thought, a mctbod matt 
b£i)«ficta) to^the couotry^^ by 9is#iP£ a previous 

application 
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between the council and afiembly c(>ri- 
cernihg the nomination of thefe officers^ 
and alfo concerning the method of 
HTuing the public money from the trea* 
fury ; their difputes have gone fo far, 

application to themfelves heceOarjr. Accordingly 
they framed an excife-bill in purfuance of this 
(cheme : this bill the council rejefted, and gave 
their reafons for their conduA : thefe reafons were 
drawn up by a committecj and were fent, together 
with a draught of the bill, to the fecretary of (late* 
The conduct of the council was approved^ and an 
order was fent to the governor to rejeft the draught 
of the eXcife-bill| as contrary to the conflant ufage 
of Barbados, &c. Again, In prefident Berwick's; 
thne the fame topick was ftarted, with fome others 
equally prejudicial to the authority of the gover- 
nor and council ; and the like ilagnation was given 
to public bufinefs : but the codduA of the council 

was again approved, and that 5f the alTcmbly cen* 
fured. 

H that 
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^at references have been made to the 
^irone. in paffing all laws, the houie 
of afiembly forms that part of their 
eonftitution which the eommons houfe 
does in England* Four of the council 
nominated by the governor, and fix of 
the aflemhly named by the fpeakep, 
are a committee for fettlii^ the public 
accounts of ^ ifland ; among which* 
immber is the treafurer's account. The 
treafurer cannot pay any pubfic money,^ 
nor make any particular appropriation 
of money, without an a^ of the ifkpd, 
or an order from the goveroor and 
counciK Three of the council and fouv 
of the aflembly are appointed a com* 
mittee to correfpond with the agent in 
Great Britain. The court of Exche- 
quer is held by a chief baron, and four 
3 affiiling 
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Aflifling barons, appointed by the gcH 
vernor and council. Any three make 
a court). B^bados is divided into iiva 
precbdsy though there are eleven pa^ 
irilhes y a judge and four ailiflants pre- 
lide in each precind:. They hold a 
^ourt of Common Pleas for trial of all 
caufes once every months from the laft 
Monday in January to the latter end 
of September. From thefe courts ap- 
peals lie in all caufes above ten pounds 

value to the governor and council 5 and 
from them in all caufes above five hun-* 
dred pounds to the king and council of 
Great foitauib The chief judges of the 
courts of Con^mon Pleas take the pro« 
bateof all deeds. The governor appoints 
the two maflers in Chancery, the ef« 
cheatoo and foUicitor general. The 

H 2 attorney 


attorney general is appointed by patent } 
the judge of the vice-admiralty court, 
the regifter, the clerk of the crown j the 
fccretary, and clerk of the council, the 
provoft marfhal, and naval officer are 
appointed by patent. The cafaal re* 
eeiver and auditor general have their 
comnnrifiions from the crov\rn ; the fur- 
veyor general, and other offifcers of the 
cuftoms are appointed from the depart- 
ment of the treafury ; and upon a* va- 
cancy in the cuftoms the furveyor gene- 
ral nominates pro tempore. The juftices 
of the peace are appointed by a com- 
miflion iffued by the governor with th^ 
confent of the council; which com-- 
mifHon is generally ilTued £>on after the 
appointment of a governoF. The go- 
vernor, by and with the advice of the 

2 council, 


.CGuncil, appoints a chief jaftke of the 
court of grand fcffions, or general gaol 
delivery 3 which court is appointed by 
law to be held twice in every year. 
*rhis court generally holds four days, 
and is formed by the chief juilice, and 
any other five juflices of the peace;. 
Six freeholders from each parifh are 
returned by the eldefl member of coun^ 
cil refident in each parifli, by virtue of 
the governor's writ (or commiffion) to 
ferve on the grand inqueft, and petty 
Juries. This court acquits or condemn3 
,all criminals, * the commander in chief 

having 

I 

• Governor Lowiher once in the cafe of Brenaa 
^granted a pardon to the criminal bdPore trial. 4 
jprocedure unheard of in the Briti/h conftitutioq» 
iftconfiftenty and unprecedented ; however, the 

H 3 culprit 
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having a right to rcipite thofe con'* 
detnned from, time to time. The juC 
tices in their feveral parifhes hold a 
quarter feffion for the appointment of 
conftablcs, and rectifying of abufes. 
The governor appoints a coroner to 
each parifh. Gunners and matroffes 
belonging to each of the five divifions 
are under the command of the colonels 
of foot to which each divifion belongs j 
but they arc appointed by the com- 
mander in chief, at the recommenda- 
tion of the faid colonels. The com-» 
jniffioners for taking care of the for- 
tifications are the members of council 
and affembly, and field ofiicers belong- 

culprit (whofe crime was killing his antagoniA ia 
H duel) was wife enough to retire to Englanc^ 

mi dbtm a pardon from a higher pQMw» 
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ing to each precind. The governor, 
jaL% Captain general, ufually presides at 
the councils of war ; but the comfiiiC- 
£on of prefident of die councils of war 
is often granted to the lieutenant gene- 
j?al. There are fix regiments of foot 
fflilitia in the ifland, and four of iiorie, 
befides a troop called the horfe guards. 
There is an excellent armoury, and alfo 
.9 good .train of artillery in Barbados. 


H4 Of 
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of the Trade, Soil, and Climate, 

-T^ATURE hath been. bountiful by 
fortifying the coaft of Barbados, 
and rendering the greateft part of that 
ifland inacceffiblc to (hips of fifty tons 
and upwards. An extenfive reef of 
rocks runs from the fouth point eaftcrly 
to the north weft. The other part of 
the coaft the inhabitants have at a very 
great expence fortified, by eredling forts 
and batteries within gun-fhot of each 
other ', the repairs and maintenance of 
which amount to a great charge: an 
expence fo heavy to the country, that 
it is to be hoped the government of 
Great Britain will fome time or other 

by their affiftafice alleviate. 

The 
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The plantations of Barbados oppref* 
fed by taxes, impovcriflicd by mifma* 
nagement, and loaded by the great and 
neceflary expences of their manage- 
ment, yield not now the profits they; 
formerly afforded : notwithftanding the 
high eftimation Europeans may fet 
upon Weft India eftates, yet it is an 
indifputable fadt, that the landed in-* 
tereft of Barbados (that is through- 
out the whole ifland) does not clear 
communibm annis four per cent, efti- 
mating the principal at what land ufa- 
ally fells for : the deftrudion of the 
woods of that ifland, though it ren- 
ders the country more healthful, hath 
decreafed the quantity of rain, and 
hath been thereby detrimental to thp 

plant- 
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jTlanters *. The foil of Barbados is m 
general fruitful^ but very diiferent ia 

4iiFerent 

♦ To bear up againft fo tttany difcowagemenfe 
i&ift ntmoft fkill onght to be exerted iff iidjfifttDg 
thtf boiiaefs of An eftate > and though it is tvn^ 
that the want of feafonable weather 4s fufBciem: 
to ba£Se the greateft abilities of. the planter, yet 
It is equally trae, that the failure of thefe eftatcs 
.propceeds very frequently from an&ilfal manage* 
xnent ; fo that Mrheo fome eflates that are weQ 
attended to yield a very profitable iocome, others 
again afford little or no profit. Indeed it may be 
4did with juAice and propriety, that an eflate as 
often fails from the unikilfulnefs of the proprietor 
In not maintainifsg a full quantity of ftock upon 
it, as from the unfldlfulnefs of the fieward (er 
,snanager) : for the former, however, ibme rea- 
ifonable excufes may be made^ as the want of 
.credit (a circumftance always deftrudlive to the 
.good condition of a Weft-India eftate) or the waBtt 
rf opportunity to purchafe ftock : but for the 

Jattor 
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different parts of the iiland, and il^e-^ 
quently in the fame eftate* Some fpots 

alTord 

latter oo Juft apology whatcrcr can be ofFered^ 
Thus, notwithftanding the uncertainty of profit, 
the unavoidable e3q)eace acteuding aa eftate is 
certain, and is inconceivably gre^t. Suppofe, for 
inAance, an eftate of only two hundred and fifty 
acres : to work this properly muft be maintained 
upon it one hundred and feventy negroes, one 
hundred horned cattle, twelve horfes, forty (heep, 
three tenants (or militia men) fuppofe with three 
in each family, who fupport themfelves from the 
profits of the ground allowed them : a fteward (or 
manager) whofe annual falary may be from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty pounds : aQ 
under fteward (or driver) a d'lhiller, and twci 
apprentices, whofa falaries together may be forty- 
five pounds ^er annum : add to this the falaries of 
a town agent and book poller at fifteen or twenty 
pounds each ; of an apothecary at thirty, cm: forty 

pounds/^r annum ; of a fkrricr at fifteen or twenty; 

the 
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afibrd a. heavy clay foil^ others a light 
£md ; fome a* dark heavy, others a light 
red earth ; fome parts wet and fwampy, 
others dry and gravelly : but the land, 

■ . 

almoft every where for the produdion 
X)f fugar, requires rich manure; the 
preparation of which (hews the Ikill of 
the planter, as fome parts of the ifland 
require a light, others a heavy manure ; ' 

the commifTions of an EnglKh agent at two and 
an half per cent, freight of fugars, taxes, duties^, 
repairs of buildings^ and many incidental expences : 
nor mull we forget the maintenance of the pro- 
prietor and his family, with eight or ten fervants- 
From thefe particulars may be learnt the reafon- 
ablenefs of the above aflertion, that the landed 
intereft in general docs not neat four per cent. 
annually. The land, though long worn, will, 
it. IS thought by many good planters, produce as 

much as ever it did, aiSftcd by manure. 

V ...... .... 

- • 

and 
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and fometimes both in the fame e&aXei 

• • ) 

I 

The manufacture of fugar is ingenious 
as well as ufefuL It is attended with 
great labour and expence, and requires 
{kill and induftry to perfeA it. It was 
very early introduced into this colony. 

The trade of Barbados is yet flourish'- 
ing and conilderable, notwithftanding 
the difcouragements given to it by taxes, 
by duties, by the acceffion of the large 
iiland of Jamaica, by the conqueil of 
Grenada, by the acquiiition of the late 
neutral iflands, by granting a free port 
to Dominique, by the. diAillation of 
fpirits upon the continent of America, 
by the want of a proper ftandard or 
regulation of the value of gold through- 
out the Weft India iflands ; and laftly, 
* by 
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\^ the clandeftine trade, which the 
Dutch of St. Euftatia hwtr formerly beett 

famed for* 

The annual internal expence of* 
Barbados amounts to fixteen thousand 
pounds, beiides the confiderable duties 
paid to the mother country* Bridge-^ 
town ♦, the metropolia of that ifland 
before the two deftruftivc fires in 1766^ 
confifted of about fifteen hundred dwell*- 
ing-^houfes and ftores, chiefly built of 
brick and ftone, and which were in 
general fpacious, and elegantly decent : 
the rents of the houfes amounted to 

* Bridge-town is now rebuilding with a decent 
elegance and uniformity^ fome ufeful meafures 
having been taken by the legiljiature for that pur** 
pofe« 

above 
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afiout forty thoufand pounds per annum^ 
There are in that ifland three other 
towns of fmaller note, called Oftin*s^ 
St. Jameses, and Speight's. 

The great vahieef Barbados to Great 
Britain is beft known from its vaft con* 
ibn^tion of Britifk and Iriih manufac^ 
tured and commodities : add to this the 
wealth expended by, and the coah* 
fiimption of Barbadians who refide inr 
England : nor muft we forget the larger 
amount of the king's cuftoms arifiag. 
from the produce of this colony. It 19 
judged » according to aa accurate calcu-'^ 
lation, that four hundred ihips of one 
hundred and thirty tons and upwards 
are employed in the trade of this ifland : 
from hence ^ nuriery and fupport of 

(eamen. 
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feamen. It is fuppofed too, that the 
value of the exports from Great Britain 
alone, imported into this ifland, in cer- 
tificate goods, Britifh produce, and ma- 
nufactures, is about eighty thoufand 
pounds per annum. The goods fcnt 
from Great Britain arc chiefly woolen, 
linen, Manchefter velvets, filk, iron, 
brafs, copper, leather, laces for linen, 

hats, wigs, (hoes, ftockings, china, glafs, 
earthen wares, pidlures, clocks, watches, 
jewels, plate, gold and filver lace, me- 
dicines, oats, peafe, beans, cheefe, bacon, 
ftarch, oatmeal, gunpowder, bricks, tiles^ 
lead, paint, oil, coals, cordage, fugar 
pots, and drips, hoops, pewter, foap, 
candles, fnuff, cut tobacco, pipes, cards, 
refined fugar, wine, beer, ale, cyder, 
perry, fpice, fruit, tea, pickles, guns, 

fwords. 


> 
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fwords, piftols, walking canes> 
horfes, mules, grind-ftones, paving- 
ftones, books, toys, ftationary, cutlery, 
Birmingham, and haberdaflaery wares, 
coaches, diariots, chaifes, all forts of 
houfhold goods, &€• befides the fupplies 
from Ireland, and the very coniiderable 
importations of timber, fifti, &c. from 
the northern colonies : add to this the 
trade to Madeira and thecoaft of Africa, 
from which lad place the importation 
of negroes is very great : a trade that 
employs many iQiips belonging to Briftol, 
Liverpool, LancaHer, and Glafgow, as 
well as from London. 

As to the exports of Barbados, fugar 
is its flaple : the following is a com- 
putation, taken from gopd authorityj 

I of 
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of what may have been the exports of 
Barbados communibus annis *. 


.a'2ooo hhds. of fugar, I 

6000 hhds. of rum, 1 

4 67 o bags and barfek l 

of gkiger, I 

600 bags of cotton, I 

500 hhds of fugar, 
1650 hhds of rum, 
ro of molaflcs, 

580 hhds. of fugar, 
2580 of rum, 
22 of molafles, 

700 hhds. of fugar 
2020 of rum, 
50 of molafles, 

100 hhds. of fugar, 
450 of rum, 

280 hhds. of fugar, 7 
1050 — — of ruiti, 5 

120 hhds. of fugar, 
I joo — — of rum, 
20 of mo- 
laflcs, - 
40 hhds. of fugar, 7 
180 of run>, y 


Shipt to London, Briftol^ 
Liverpool, Lancafter,^ 
Falmouth, Whitehaven, 
and moft other parts of 
Great Britain ; the rum 
is ufually re-ftiipt to Irc- 
laod. 

to Philadelpbia. 


toVirginia and Maryland. 

to I^Tew E^ngland. 

to New York and Jcrfey. 
to N. and S. GarolinaL^ 

to Newfoundland. 

to BermudaSk 


* 2200 hhds. of Aigar, and 7000 of rom, are foppoTed to be 
confumed wiavaUy in the ifland. An hhd. of fagar weighs 
from 12 to 1600 wt» an hkd« tf rum contains xoo gallons. 
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From die above calculation may be 
karnt the great utility of this colony 
alone to the mother country ; not only 
by the fupply of its manufactures, 
which prevents large fums of money 
from being carried out of England to 
purchafe thefe commodities in foreign 
countries, but alfo by employing and 
fiipporting a very great number of fea- 
men, artificers, and manufacturers, who 
are concerned in the feveral branches 
of trade dependent on the fugar iflands. 
If then this fmall colony is fo ufeful to 
Great Britain, as from hence it appears 
to be, of how much more confcquenco 
muft all her colonies together be found ? 
Surely of fo much benefit, as to be in- 
titled Jilways to her protedlion, qncour 
ragement, and affiftance. From their 

I 2 refources 
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rcfourccs the colonies claim a fliarc of 
the merit of having raifed Great Britain 
to be one of the firft kingdoms in Eu- 
rope for power and opulence, as fhe i» 
undoubtedly the firft country in the 
world for affording every convenience 
and blefling of life. 

The white inhabitants of Barbados 
are computed to be about twenty-two 
thoufand, and the flaves to be about 
feventy-two thoufand * : a large number 

to 

♦ A (late of flavery naturally fills an European 
mind with ideas of pity and deteftation, and fur- 
niflies a plaufible objedlion againft thdfe countries 
that admit it : but when we confider (what really 
is the cafe) that the negro flaves are conftantly 
fupplied with food, with cloaths, with houfes, 
with apothecaries to infpeft therr health ; all which 

S aeate 
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t9 be thaintsined in an ifland not more 
than thirty miles long, and twenty 
tijFoad. In Barbados, in St. John's fraiifh, 
about ten or twelve miles from Bridge- 
town, is a college for the edocafion of 
youth } and a very large cftate, capable 
of clearing thfee thoufand pounds per 
annum Englifh (or Sterling) money, 
v/as left by Mr. Codrington to fupport 

create a large annual expence to their maflers ; 
that though they labour much, yet that they have 
their hours, and fometiffles days of recreation, \(^ 
are excited to conclude their fituation to be le^s 
miferabl^ than that of the poor inhabitants of 
many European countries : nor have the flaves 
that idea of liberty which European nations have ; 
and which, if they pofTefled, would tend much to 
heighten their wretchedneTs ; but their ignoran2:6 
in a great meafufe alleviates their unhappinefs, 
and adds to their content. 

thi&^ 
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tbis charitable inftitutibn : from whence, 
under proper regulations, many advan- 
tjges might be enjoyed by the inhabit- 
ants of that ifland. There are two 
ftreams in Barbados called rivers (be- 
fides the Mole-head) one in the eaft, 
and the other in the fouth weft part of 
the ifland. In the center are feveral 
bituminous fprings, fome of which fur^ 
nifli the green tar, of great ufe in many 
diftempers, and often fupplies the wapt 
of pitch and lamp oih 

Barbados abounds with wells of ex- 
ceeding good water, and contains larg6 
refervoirs of rain water : the woods that 
formerly did grow here have been de- 
flroyed, and the land converted into 
corn and cane fields 3 and thus the' 

ifland 
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iilaild prefents to the eye the liiofi 
beautiful appearance of ipring, fummef, 
and autumn : nor Is there any place in 
the Weft-Indies comparable to Barbadcrs 
for the elegancies and conveniencies of 
life. The fruits are feldora or never 
out of feaibn, and are by no means 
inferior to the European fruits *. 

The climate, though warm^ is by no 
means ujibealthful. The heat is much 
alleviated by a conftant cool fea breeze^ 
The glafs (or thermometer) feldom 
exceeds 88, but it is as feldom lower 
than 72. Regularity here, as in almoft 
all countries, v\^ill preferve, and fome-* 
times will give, good health. Europe-* 

♦ For their defcriptioa fee Hughes's Natural 
Hiftory of Barbados. 

2 anS) 
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W^i when they firit ctmc to this ifland, 
ace too negJcftful of die necefiary care 
reqiiir^d m a hot climaie/ and olten feel 
the fatal efieSs of fuch inattention ; 
but the natives enjoy good health, and 
frequently live to a very old age. There 
wefG living in this ifland a few years 
ago, within fix miles of each other, 
five men, whofe ages together exceeded 
four huodred years; and there lately 
died in this ifknd, at the advanced agte 
of one hundred and ten years, Mrs. 
Vaughan, a gentlewoman who had 
always refidod upon the ifland. She 
)3fead eight fctt-other*, and one filler, who 
all lived to fee -the youngeft upwards 
ef .fixty years old : the longevity of 
of its inhabitants proves the healthful- 
nefs of a country. Nor muil the author 

of 


[ J21 ] 

faf thefe ftieets negledl to relate what 

has fallen within his own obfervation 
On this fubjedl. ' He knew two gentle- 
men, whofe extreme ill health would 
not permit them to live in England, 
the one on account of a rheumatic, the 
other on account of a gouty complaint, 
Ihuch relieved, and their health pr6- 
ferved, by exchanging the climate of 
England for that of Barbados. From 
hence let us be taught, not to judge 
too raflily of the inconveniencies of a 
warm climate^ God made all countries 
to be inhabited, and probably he has 
beflowed fome advantages upon thofe 
climates between the tropicks, whiclv 
colder regions want. 
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A LIST of the Commanders in Chief of 
Barbados from its Firil Settlement* 

Anno 

629 /^Olohel Henry Hawley appoiiited Goyemor 

^4^ Philip Bell, Efq. Lientcnant Governor 

650 Francis Lord Willoughby, 1 

652 Daniel Searle^ Efq. ^ Govemoi^ 

660 Thomas Modiford, Efq. J 

661 Humphrey Walrond, Efq. Prefidettt 

663 Francis Lord Willoughby, J 

66y William Jliord Willoughby, > Governors 

674 Sir JonathaQ Atkins, Knt. J 

680 Richard Dutton, Efq. Governor 

685 Edwin Stede, Lieutenant Governor 

690 James Kendal, Efq. 
694 The Hon. James Ruflbl* 

696 Francis Bond, Efq. Prefident 

698 The Hon. Ralph Grpy, Governor 

701 John Farmer, Efq. Prefident 

703 Sir Bevin Grarivill, Ktit. 

707 Mitford Crow, Efq. > Governors 

711 Robert Lowihef, Efq, V 

714 William Sharpe, Efq. Prefident 

715 Robert Lowther, Efq. Goverftor 

720 John Frere, Efq. Prefident 

721 Samuel Cox, Efq. Prefident 

722 Henry Worfley, Efq. Governor 

73 1 Samuel Berwick Efq, 7 Prcfidcnts 

1 73^ James Ponin, Efq, $ rreuacuw 

J 733 Lord 


Governors 


t 


A L I S T, «K. 

1733 Lord Vilcount Howe, Governor 

1735 J^JMs Dottin, Efq. Prcfident 

-1-739 Robert Byng, Efq. Governor 

1740 James Pottki, Efq. PrelldcDt 

1742 Sir Thomas Robinfon, Bart. ? _ „ 

1747 The Hon. Henry GrenviUe, JGowilO« 

I7S3 Ralph Weekcs, Efq. Prefident 

1756 Charles Pinfold, Efq. Governor 

1766 Samuel Rous, Efq. Prefident 

1767 WilUam Spr;, Efq. GovemoTi 
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